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September brings to mind the first days of school. Many schools will start soon,
and others have been in session for a while. Preschools, schools, colleges, and
universities welcome new and returning students. For some, it may seem scary,
and for others, ordinary. What do they all have in common? A hunger for
knowledge and learning. Young children are like sponges soaking up new ideas
and making friends. Even returning students have past events and experiences to
overcome, with challenges ahead. How do we, as Christians, help these people?
We pray! We pray for them and with them when possible. We support and
encourage them along the way. I've included a letter from the National Day of
Prayer calling for covering campuses with Prayer.




THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR MIKE!

Transitions

We can all remember the first day of school in the fall. Feeling all of the
excitement and energy, seeing old friends, meeting new ones and
comparing schedules etc. Changes are a part of life. This was really
brought home to me as | started the first day of school today. | taught my
one class and then left for the church to be “Pastor Mike” the rest of the
day. It is different, but it is good.

Changes can be uncomfortable as we are often creatures of habit,
however, we can look at changes as new opportunities. Every day presents
opportunities to make a difference for the Kingdom. What you do or say
can change people’s lives. Remember that your life has been changed as
well, when you gave your life to Christ you received new life in Him. You
are a new creation, the old has gone and the new has come! (2 Cor. 5:17)
With this comes a new perspective on life as we live for Him. We also have
a new purpose, to bring it to others so that they may have the comfort and
reassurance that comes from being born again.

This life is full of changes — the birth of new life, the passing of friends and
relatives, geographic moves and unplanned events. Some of these are
joyous and others can be tough. Throughout the tough changes be sure to
lean on the One who is unchanging. We have a God who is our rock and
our anchor, our fortress in times of trouble. While the world around us
changes, He is a CONSTANT. His love for you is unchanging and eternal.
Live in it, rest in it, and bring it to others.

Pastor Mike




Sept 8 at 7 pm Board of Deacons meeting
Contact Pastor Mike, Dorothy, Dalen, Bob, Lowell, Richard, or Roger with
questions, concerns, or praise/prayer requests.
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Weekly Shalom Events held at Shalom Church
Tuesday —9:30 am. Text Study led by Jill
Tuesday — 4:30 pm Prayer Meeting
Saturday — 8:30 am. Men's Bible Study
Sunday—9:30 am. Worship service
No Sunday bible study Sept. 4 and 11. We will resume Sept 18.
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National Day of Prayer: http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/
Covering Campuses in Prayer

Friend --"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the
one who knocks it will be opened. Or what person is there among you who, when his son
asks for a loaf of bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him
a snake, will he? So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask
Him!" Matthew 7:7-11 NASB

Praying for education brings to mind images of preschoolers letting go of their
parents' hand for the first time, taking those first few independent steps toward a child-
sized table where they will unpack their crayons and learn the alphabet.
In the blink of an eye, those preschoolers become young adults who pack up their
belongings and drive away from their parents' home to attend higher education, whether
a university, Bible college or technical college. While these students are more
independent than the children bringing home coloring pages from school, they still
desperately need the Prayer covering of their parents, family, and other believers. Itis a
unique time in a young person's life with they live, work, and recreate within walking
distance of their close friends and peers, and commit serious focus on their future while
laying the foundation for how they will live in their new independence.
This makes campuses a ripe harvest for the Gospel message and fertile ground for the
roots of a Christ-centered life to take hold.
"College students are making decisions that set the trajectory of their life," says Dan
Allan, an executive director at Cru who leads the EveryCampus initiative. "College
students are open, and they are pondering big ideas like 'what makes life make sense?'
and 'what is my purpose?' It is the nature of their stage of life."
Believers should pray for the Holy Spirit to guide students to these types of big
questions—to boldly bypass the shallow distractions and wade into the deep water of
deep questions.



http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/?e=1f0467e7ac5721f54f276493e7769e9c&utm_source=nationaldayofprayer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=in_god_we_trust&n=9

Questions are an easy avenue for students who do not know Jesus to begin
acknowledging God. When an answer isn't easily achieved, a young person will
consider things they would not have previously thought to consider, such as the validity
of a creator God who loves them and gives them hope and a future. This is a critical
juncture, where a Christian peer or a visit to church could speak the life-altering truth of
the Gospel, and through faith, bring another precious soul from death to life in Christ.
For young people who have already professed faith, these questions are what drive
them to build a strong foundation—where they create and deepen a relationship with
Jesus. They can ponder their questions in thoughtful conversation with their peers, a
campus ministry leader or a local pastor and spend time studying scripture and reading
books from great theologians to help answer their questions.

Other students might not be ready for the 'big questions' of life. College, for
many students, is an escape from the places and people they grew up around.

"For students who are going to college looking to 'reinvent' themselves, | would pray
they would exercise the freedom to consider God and consider attending church," says
Allan.

College can be a fresh start to make different choices, whether good or bad, than
students made when they lived at home. A student could choose to become the
smartest person in the room, the best dressed, or the biggest partier. They are free
from the watchful eyes of the people who raised them, and we should pray that their
freedom is wielded with wisdom. Pray that students will, as Dan Allan encourages, use
this freedom to seek God, because scripture promises that those who seek Him will find
Him.

When students reinvent themselves, they seek a new identity. There is no GPA or
number of compliments on a unique outfit that will fill the desires of the heart. Only a
relationship with Christ can truly satisfy.

"We can value appearance or academic achievement, but that is not what will
give us the life we long for," says Allan. "l want students to wrestle with the real Jesus,
and experience truth and grace from Christians on campus."

For students who see college as their time to walk away from the faith they were
raised in, pray they remember that the God Who Sees still sees them, still loves them,
and still holds open the door for a relationship with them. These students might feel
disillusioned with the faith of their parents or may have experienced great pain at the
hands of a Christian. This is where Allan encourages prayers for these young people to
wrestle with Jesus—the Messiah, the Christ of the scriptures. Not a made-up, storybook
fairly tale, and not a God who inflicts pain.

Christian students on campus are strategically positioned to be the hands of feet
of Jesus by ministering the grace of God and the truth of the Gospel to their peers who
unpack their questions, dreams and pains when they get to college, right alongside their
suitcases and laptops.

Praying for college campuses throws open the doors of heaven for God's glory to
pour out and ignite these young souls for the Kingdom of God.

"If we are trusting God for awakening, it begins with prayer," says Allan.




Through the last six years praying for college students and engaging in their campus
lives, the Lord has given Allan great insight into praying strategically. The goal of
EveryCampus is to have every campus in the United States prayer-walked, and see a
Gospel community planted. Through partnerships with the National Day of Prayer Task
Force and other prayer movements, every U.S. college campus has had Christians
praying on site over the last two years!

Now, Allan and his team are moving to equip college-aged believers to be
missionaries on their campuses to establish Christian communities and partner with
local churches.

"| see these Christian students living sacrificially to say 'yes' to Jesus, because
He is better than anything in the world," said Allan. "I know students who have moved
back into the dorms to live on mission, and international students who are excited to go
back to their home countries as missionaries."

This week | have spent time on Facetime with my sister-in-law, who just went off
to start her freshman year of college. As | pause to pray, I'm picturing her face and the
faces of her friends who are beginning their college careers as well. Ask God who you
can picture and pray for—is it a young person from church? A family member? The
teenager or twenty something who bagged your groceries this summer? A grandchild's
babysitter?

Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, You bring all things to fullness and maturity in your time. Like a seed
planted in the ground, | pray these young people, who grow up so quickly, will have deep
roots that connect them to the living water of Your Holy Spirit. Lord, use the students'
new experiences of college, in classrooms, dorms and gyms to cultivate a curiosity
about their Heavenly Father. Give them the tenacity to seek You with all of their hearts
and bring strong believers into their lives to help lead them closer to You. Protect these
young people from harm and guide them to make decisions that honor and glorify You.
| pray this school year is a time of growth and godly glory, that campuses around the
nation will stoke the fires of revival with new salvations and hearts renewed in faith.

In Jesus name, amen.

Peace and blessings,
Amy Parks
Communications Coordinator, National Day of Prayer Task Force




Happy Birthday to:
Marlys Haugen — Sept. 4
Lynda Goldenstein — Sept. 13
Mike Troen — Sept. 16
Maggie Fennell — Sept. 16
Dorothy Carlson — Sept. 18
Al Polfus — Sept. 19
Andrew Troen — Sept. 21
Jayne Hacker — Sept. 24

Vicki Syverson — Sept. 29 Dale & Kristi Carlson — Sept. 10
Ron Bowen — Sept. Bill & Lynda Goldenstein — Sept. 16

Happy Anniversary to:

Tom & Judy Cory — Sept. 29

Gathering for Widows and Widowers: Please join with others who have experienced the loss
of their spouse, partner or significant other for a wonderful time of fellowship and conversation.
We will meet for lunch, 12:00 noon, at Old #1 September 11. Order and purchase your lunch
and enjoy the company of others. For questions, please call Pedersen Funeral Home (320)-589-
3220. Listen to KMRS/KKOK for schedule changes.

LCMC Annual Gathering and Convention
Registration is open online and by mail for our 22nd Annual Gathering & Convention,
a four-day event designed to bring people from across the association together for a
time of fellowship, worship, learning, and more.
The event takes place October 2-5 at Hosanna Church in Lakeville, MN. More
information and online registration can be found on our website.
For the best possible experience, we recommend signing up by August 15 to receive
the discounted rate, then booking your accommodations as soon as you have

registered to guarantee your spot.

We look forward to seeing you there! Copy and paste the link below to your browser
for more information.

https://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering



https://lcmc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b467d06cfdeadbb80522d0b1&id=daf3e8251d&e=f3f77a3de7
https://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering

Service opportunities:

We have a variety of ways you can serve/ volunteer! Share your gifts and
talents to build up Shalom. Signup sheets are located on the hall table.
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Feed My Starving Children

Come join our community of volunteers to pack food for starving children
worldwide. The packaging will be done at the Morris Area School, 151 S.
Columbia Ave. Aug. 29-31. (Mon.-Wed.)

Call Denise Olson to schedule a time for you or your group to pack: 320-815-
1052, or you can do it online at fmsc.org/west central. We have had church
groups, confirmation classes, football teams, scouts, civic groups, etc., do the

packing.

Packing Schedule

Mon Aug 29 7:30-9:30
2:00-4:00 set up Wed Aug 31
4:30-6:30 2:00-4:00

Tues Aug 30 5:00-7:00
2:00-4:00 6:30-9:30 clean up
5:00-7:00

To a starving child, hope can only begin with a reliable source of nutritious
food.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church will be celebrating its 150" anniversary!

Sunday, Sept 11, County Road 18 West, Starbuck.
Immanuel congregation invites you to their Holy Communion Worship service at

11:00 am with a catered meal served by Stacey Gerdes following worship.
++++++++H

Salad Luncheon Buffet at Trinity Lutheran Church

700 Nevada Avenue, Benson. 320-843-3153

Tuesday, Sept 13, 11:00 am to 1:30 pm.

Enjoy a variety of salads, breadsticks, and deviled eggs for $8.00. Take-outs are
available.




Dear Friends,

We are proud to announce that Terebinth Refuge will be hosting its 5th Annual RISE
fundraiser on September 15th from 7:30 - 9:00 AM at the Park Event Center in Waite
Park.

The theme for the event this year is restoration. Our inspiring program will highlight
what is necessary for restoration of the body, mind, soul and spirit to take place in the
lives of survivors of sexual exploitation and trafficking.

You will hear from key Terebinth Refuge staff as well as survivors who have
personally experienced the power of restoration and have willingly agreed to share
their profound testimonies at this year's event.

This is your chance to thoughtfully and prayerfully join their journey.

While this event is free, registration is required and can be done online through the
link below.

Terebinth Refuge's RISE Fundraising Breakfast Tickets, Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 7:30 AM |
Eventbrite

Financial Report as of August 23, 2022
2022 General Budget S 109,000.00
Year to Date Needed S 71,400.00
Year to Date Received § 72,257.53
Last Week's Offering S 1460.00



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/terebinth-refuges-rise-fundraising-breakfast-tickets-383050342887
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/terebinth-refuges-rise-fundraising-breakfast-tickets-383050342887

Shalom Community Lutheran Church
111 East 5" Street
P.O. Box 418
Starbuck, MN 56381
Telephone: 320-239-3418
Email: sclc@hcinet.net
ShalomCommunityLC.com

You can find us on Facebook and YouTube. Our website address
Is www.shalomcommunitylc.com You can watch our Sunday
services on YouTube Live. Follow the link on our website. An
edited version of the service will be online by Tuesday. If you
need someone to talk to or need pastoral care, don't hesitate to
contact Pastor Mike, a deacon or another congregation member.
We are all called to help one another. You may also call the
Ministry Center and leave a message. We'll respond as soon as
possible. Here is the Deacon's contact information:

Pastor Mike — 320-766-5592
Dorothy Carlson, President — 320-239-4283
Lowell Hacker — 320-333-3511
Richard Syverson, Secretary — 320-760-6719
Bob Moore — 320-249-0902
Roger Anderson — 320-808-8967
Dalen Gosseling, Vice President — 320-239-4411



mailto:sclc@hcinet.net
http://www.shalomcommunitylc.com/

